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…if you are in a 
state-funded 

program in New 
England. Contact 

me to find out how 
to get access. 

…if you live outside 
New England. Visit 
our website to find 
out how to get one 
or multiple online 

subscriptions. 

ONLINE access is free… ONLINE access is low cost… 



In this webinar, you will: 
A. Get a tour of the new issue. 
B. See two lesson plans 

modeled. 
1. Learn Writing by Studying a 

Writer 
2. Learning about Rate by 

Analyzing Prison Population 
Charts  

C. Learn about our online 
resources. 

D. Find out about the new Call 
for Articles. 
 





Lesson Plan #1 
Learn Writing by Studying a Writer 



Find the Lesson Plan here: 
http://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-
classroom/lesson-packets/ 



Meet Timothy Lovett 

Timothy Lovett currently lives in Northampton, MA. He is 
studying computer security and IT at Springfield Technical 
Community College. He is also an amateur comedian who 
enjoys Crossfit and creative writing. By next year, Tim hopes to 
complete his Associates Degree, conquer Murph (a workout), get 
paid for a comedic gig, and complete a collection of short stories. 

Timothy Lovett is a student at Springfield Technical Community 
College. He is in the Computer Security program scheduled to 
graduate in 2015. Tim is an amateur comedian and aspires to do 
public speaking, but most importantly he wants to keep writing. 

Timothy Lovett is an aspiring comedian/writer out of Springfield, 
MA, by way of Lorain, Ohio. He hopes to start college in the 
spring of 2013 to study computer networking and IT security.  





What do you think? 
How might getting to know this 

writer motivate students? 



“Best Job I Ever Had” from Issue 
#36 to teach W.CCR.1 and 2 



“Meat of the Matter” from Issue 
#39 to teach W.CCR.3 and 4 



Use “Day One” from Issue #40 to 
teach W.CCR.3 and 4 



Use “Day One” from Issue #40 to 
teach W.CCR.5 



Lesson Plan #2 
Exploring Ratio by Looking at 

Prison Statistics 





You try it…! 



  

The information 
given 

R 
(ratio) 
or HN 
(hard 
num)? 

The math problem 

Solve it w/ 
info. 

given? 
Y/N 

1. 1 out of 5 students 
brings an apple to 
school. 

 

 R 
2. How many apples did the 

children bring to school? 

          

   N 
3. I have 20 apples.   4. I have twice as many apples 

as my friend. How many 
does my friend have? 

  

5. Of every 3 people in 
our GED class, 2 pass 
the GED test on the 
first try. 

  6. How many people pass the 
GED in this class? 

  

7. In 2006, over 7.2 
million people in U.S. 
were in prison, on pro-
bation, or on parole. 

  8. What percent of the 
population was in prison, on 
probation, or on parole in the 
U.S. at that time? 

  







How do these lesson packets help 
you introduce complexity, 
evidence and knowledge? 



http://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/issue-40/ 



Research shows 
that literacy and 
English 
language 
learners improve 
fluency when 
they have the 
opportunity to 
hear a piece 
read out loud 
while they read 
along. 

changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/reading-levels 







Write for The Change Agent 
• “Call for Articles” includes engaging and 

relevant writing prompts. The theme of our 
next issue is “Celebrations.” 

• Students can write for a national magazine. 
• Their story will be read by peers. 
• They will experience “the editorial process,” 

including revisions, etc. 
• Next writing deadline is May 5, 2015. 

Download “Call for Articles” at: 
http://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/ 



• Show copies of The Change Agent  to students so they 
have a feel for the magazine that they’d be writing for. 

• Allow them to peruse the magazine. Ask them to share 
what they notice about it, including: 
– Articles are of different lengths and targeted towards 

different levels. 
– Articles are written by other adult learners. 
– The content all pertains to a certain theme. 
– The magazine includes learners from the whole country. 
– What else might they notice? 

• Before handing out the “Call for Articles,” ask students, 
“What do you think would be in a magazine that chose as 
its theme: Celebrations?” 

Use the “Call for Articles” 
in Instruction 



Speak from the 
heart! Write 

about something 
that matters. 

Respond to 
just one or two 
of the prompts. 

Prepare your 
students to 

write multiple 
drafts; 

encourage 
peer editing. 

Warning! 
We get 100s of 

submissions 
and can only 
accept about 

30.  

Students 
whose pieces 
are accepted 
receive a $50 

stipend. 



Submitting Articles to  
The Change Agent 

Each submission 
includes all 
relevant contact 
information for the 
student and the 
teacher. 

 

Please email 
submissions as 
attachments. 



Recent Themes 

Veterans Fashion 



Everyday Toxins Remembering 9-11 

Recent Themes 



Multi-Generational 
Classroom 

Resilience 

Recent Themes 



Technology 

Recent Themes 
Good Jobs, Not Just 
Any Jobs! 



Food 

Recent Themes 
Immigration 



Subscribing to The Change Agent 

Individual 
Get 1 copy 

$12 for 1 year, or 
$20 for 2 years 

Bulk 
Get a set of 25 

$85 for 1 year, or 
$160 for 2 years 

Electronic 
Access PDFs of all the 
magazines, audio, etc. 

$20 per teacher for 1 year, 
or $16 per teacher for 25 or 

more teachers 

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/toc.htm


Combine paper and online subscriptions in any way you like. 
 
Subscribe online at: www.nelrc.org/changeagent/subscribe.htm 
or write to me at cpeters@worlded.org  

Subscribing to The Change Agent 
 
 
 

Individual Electronic Bulk 

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/toc.htm
http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/subscribe.htm
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org


Finally… 

A recording of this webinar will be available at 
changeagent.nelrc.org 
 
Please feel free to contact Cynthia Peters 
cpeters@worlded.org with any questions or 
comments. 
 

Thank you for participating! 

New England Literacy  
Resource Center 

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org
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