Getting an Education

Take Action on Higher Education Reauthorization
Tell Congress what you think.
If you haven’t told your elected officials in Congress what you think is best for you, how will they know? Now is
the time to advocate for yourself and your future. The current Higher Education Act has been extended until the
end of 2005. If you feel strongly about any of the issues listed in the previous article, now is the time to let your
Senators and Representatives in Congress know. You’ve elected them and they are responsible for looking out
for your best interests. You can make your opinion known in one of the following ways:
Send an e-mail message
Send a letter
Call your Congresspersons

Let them know who you are, where you live, and that
you support or do not support one of the higher education proposals listed in the previous article. You
also want to let them know why these proposals (Pell
Grants, income protection allowance, childcare, and/
or tax credits) matter to you.

How to Contact your Senators:
www.senate.gov/index.htm
This Web site links you directly with your Senators.
Just click on your state and the Web site will provide
you with their names, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses. If you click on the e-mail address a new form
will appear that can fill it out with your name, address,
and a message. You can e-mail both senators regardless of their party affiliation.

How to Contact your Representatives:
www.house.gov/Welcome.shtml
The “House Directory” link at the bottom of the House
of Representatives home page leads you to your
representative’s contact information. The Web site
also has a “Write your Representative” link that allows
you to type in your name, address, and message.
See the next page for sample letters to Senators written by two students in a college transition program.

Each Senator and Representative has his or her own Web site. In most cases, you can get more information on
a particular bill by looking at the “Issues” or “Legislation” section of the Web site. The bill title and its authors
are listed below.
The College Access and Opportunity Act - submitted by John Boehner (R -Oh), Chairman of the House Education and Workforce Committee. http://edworkforce.house.gov/heasummary.pdf
The Pell Grant Plus Act - submitted by Max Burns (R-GA) and Ric Keller (R-FL).
http://edworkforce.house.gov/issues/108th/education/highereducation/pellplussummary.htm
The Nontraditional Student Success Act - submitted by Senator Hillary Clinton (D-NY) and Bill Graham
(D-FL). http://clinton.senate.gov/~clinton/news/2004/2004211531.html\par

Tell others.
One voice isn’t always enough. If you want to make an impact you need to rally your friends,
family, coworkers, teachers, and other students. It will make more of impact if your Senators
and Representatives receive fifty e-mails or phone calls than if they only receive one. A hundred phone calls or e-mails will be more effective than fifty phone calls or e-mails.
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When you write
a letter...
Follow the tips on page 18
and don’t forget to include your
mailing address. It’s important
to put your home address on
the letter to show the Senator
or Representative that you live
in their distict.

These students did include
their addresses on their
letters but they were
removed to protect their
privacy.
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