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Good Jobs, Not Just Any Jobs

I would like to have my own school of Mexican 
dance because I think it is very important to teach 
our children about their culture and to share our 
culture with others. Teaching dance would be an 
ideal job for me because I would be earning money 
and doing something I love and something that is 

important for our 
community.

Teaching 
dance is a dream 
that I have had all 
my life, but so far 
I have done it only 
as a volunteer. 
For example, four 

years ago my son’s teacher asked if I wanted to 
teach dance for Cinco de Mayo—which is a day of 
celebration of Mexican heritage and pride. Because 
the children were bilingual, it did not matter that 

I could not speak 
English very well. I 
was very surprised 
that the children were 
so happy dancing and 
wearing the Mexican 
dresses.

I also taught 
Mexican dance to 
American children 
who did not speak 
Spanish. The children 
quickly understood the music and the dance, and 
they were very happy on Cinco de Mayo with 
their Mexican dresses. The children’s American 
parents took a lot of pictures of them.

I’m very excited by how people of other races 
and cultures liked our Mexican culture. Now I’m 
teaching more than 50 elementary school students 
the same dance every year for the Cinco de Mayo. 
Also, in my community’s Catholic Church, I teach 
40 children for the cultural festival. 

My experience as a teacher and my connec-
tions in the community should make it possible 
for me to open my own school of Mexican dance. 
This is the job I would like. To achieve this dream, 
I will need to investigate what permissions I need 
so I can run a small dance studio at my house. 
Then I have to choose how many days in a week I 
can teach dancing and invite people to attend. Per-

class for free, and then I would ask for a monthly 
payment that is reasonable.

12 years old, and Ayleen, 7 years old. She attends advanced ESL 
classes at the University of New Mexico in Valencia and plans to 
continue her studies.Children dance wearing traditional Mexican dresses.
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