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In this webinar, you will: 

A. Access three new lesson plans that 

align with College and Career 

Readiness standards (as well as newly 

released PIAAC findings!) and that 

nurture Persistence. 

1. “Seek and Share” 

2. “Finding Felix on Facebook” 

3. “Using Technology to Solve Problems” 

B. Learn about how to support students to 

write for a national publication. 

 



Lesson Plan #1: 

Seek and Share 

A. Address CCR standards for: 

1. Reading 1 and 2. (Say what the text says, make 

logical inferences, and summarize the key supporting 

details and ideas.) 

2. Speaking and Listening 1. (Be able to converse by 

expressing yourself and building on others’ ideas.) 

3. Language 4. (Acquire vocabulary; understand words 

with multiple meanings.) 

B. Enhance persistence by using relevant content, 

by encouraging collaboration, and by building 

community. 

 



From p. 3 of The Change Agent, Issue #37 



Research shows 

that literacy and 

English 

language 

learners improve 

fluency when 

they have the 

opportunity to 

hear a piece 

read out loud 

while they read 

along. 

From www.nelrc.org/changeagent/audio -- click on the article you 

want to hear; you will be prompted for your username and password 

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/audio


Activities 



1. Feeling of belonging. 

2. Clarity of purpose. 

3. Agency. 

4. Competence. 

5. Relevance. 

6. Stability. 

How do we foster persistence? 









Lesson #2 

Finding Felix on Facebook 

A. Address CCR standards for: 

1. Reading 1, 2, 3 and 4. (Say what the text says, 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas, 

analyze how individuals and events interact over the 

course of the text, and interpret words and phrases.) 

2. Speaking/Listening/Writing (Be able to express 

yourself by speaking and writing – using evidence.) 

B. Enhance persistence by using relevant content, 

by encouraging collaboration, and by building 

community.  



From p. 22 of The Change Agent, Issue #37 



From p. 23 of The Change Agent, Issue #37 



Creative Extensions 

Level Extension 

Beginner ESOL Make a classroom poster about what is positive 

and negative about social media. 

Beg./Int. ESOL Examine the uses of “get” in this article. “I got 

excited.” “I never got to meet Felix.” “I got furious.” 

Adv./ABE/GED Note alliteration in “Finding Felix.” Keep a poster 

on the wall for future examples. 

Write an essay about the ways Facebook 

impacted this family. 

Bridge to College Go deeper. Read other essays in the magazine 

about social media. Write an essay drawing from 

multiple sources about the advantages and/or 

disadvantages of social media. 



Lesson Plan #3 

Problem-Solving with Technology 

A. Identify problem-solving steps – and in 

particular apply them to technology. 

B. Address CCR standards for: 

1. Writing, Anchor 2 – write informative, 

explanatory texts 

2. Writing, Anchor 6 – use technology, including 

the Internet to produce and publish writing and 

to interact and collaborate with others. 

3. Speaking and Listening Anchors 4 and 5 – 

present findings; make use of digital media 





From p. 34 of The Change Agent, Issue #37 



From p. 35 of The Change Agent, Issue #37 



From p. 35 of The Change Agent, Issue #37 



http://nelrc.org/changeagent/extras/ccr.html 



In this webinar, you will: 

A. Access three new lesson plans that 

align with College and Career 

Readiness standards. 

1. Lesson plan #1. 

2. Lesson plan #2. 

3. Lesson plan #3. 

B. Learn about how to support students to 

write for a national publication. 



Write for The Change Agent 

• “Call for Articles” includes engaging and relevant 

writing prompts. 

• Students can write for a national magazine. 

• Their story will be read by peers. 

• They will experience “the editorial process,” 

including revisions, etc. 

• Next writing deadline is November 4, 2013. 
 

Download Call for Articles: http://nelrc.org/changeagent/write.htm 



• Show copies of The Change Agent  to students so they have a feel for 

the magazine that they’d be writing for. 

• Allow them to peruse the magazine. Ask them to share what they 

notice about it, including: 

– Articles are of different lengths and targeted towards different 

levels. 

– Articles are written by other adult learners. 

– The content all pertains to a certain theme. 

– The magazine includes learners from the whole country. 

– What else might they notice? 

• Before handing out the “Call for Articles,” ask students, “What do you 

think would be in a magazine that chose as its theme: Immigration?” 

Use the “Call for Articles” 

in Instruction 



Speak from the 

heart! Write 

about something 

that matters. 

Respond to 

just one or two 

of the prompts. 

Prepare your 

students to 

write multiple 

drafts; 

encourage 

peer editing. 

Warning! 

We get 100s of 

submissions 

and can only 

accept about 

30.  

Students whose 

pieces are 

accepted 

receive a $50 

stipend. 



Let’s talk about editing! 

Two main categories:  

Line editing, which includes: Substantive editing, which includes: 

 

Use the chat box to describe these two kinds of editing. 



Which do you think the editor is 

looking for?  

The grammatically  

correct essay?  

The essay that speaks  

from the heart? 



Let’s look at an example: 

I am an immigrant. I come to the 
United States in 2003. I feel scare and 
excited. I come with my sister. My 
mother already here. She come in 1990. 
My grandmother stay in the 
Dominican Republic. 



Corrected for grammar with a title 

added… 

Coming to the United States 

I am an immigrant. I came to the United States in 
2003. I felt scared and excited. I came with my 
sister. My mother was already here. She had been 
here since 1990. My grandmother stayed in the 
Dominican Republic. 



After just one revision… 

Scared and Excited 

 My mother left me and my sister in 1990. I was 5 and 
my sister was 3. We stayed with my grandmother. My mother 
wanted to earn money. She wanted us to go to school.  

 When she left, I felt so sad. I cried a lot. I didn’t care 
about school. I just wanted my mother. 

 I came to the United States in 2003. I felt scared and 
excited. I came with my sister. I felt so sad to say goodbye to 
my grandmother. She was like my mother.  

 Now I am glad I went to school. So many of my friends 
did not go to school. I give thanks to my mom and my 
grandmother. I wish we could all be together. I still cry 
sometimes. 



Getting Students to Write  

From the Heart 

• Create a safe environment in the classroom. 

• Provide opportunities for students to read texts that model writing 

from the heart. 

• Allow for free writing that values the ideas over technique. 

• Support the peer editing process. Learn more at: 

http://composition.digitalodu.com/writingconference/conferencehan

douts/Gregorypeereditppt.ppt 

• Remind students that The Change Agent is looking for stories 

written from the heart! Explore with them why this might be true. 

Ask them what kind of stories they like to read. 

• Go for depth over breadth. 

• Draw from personal experiences. 

http://composition.digitalodu.com/writingconference/conferencehandouts/Gregorypeereditppt.ppt
http://composition.digitalodu.com/writingconference/conferencehandouts/Gregorypeereditppt.ppt


Submitting Articles to  

The Change Agent 

Each submission 

includes all 

relevant contact 

information for the 

student and the 

teacher. 

 

Please email 

submissions as 

attachments. 



Use the chat box to share some things that 

stood out for you in our discussion so far… 



To Sum Up… 

The “Technology” issue is a powerful  

teaching tool because it: 

1. teaches basic skills in the context of 

material that matters to adult learners  

2. has a peer-to-peer quality, featuring multi-level 

 writings by adult learners 

3. includes classroom-ready materials and audio versions of articles – 

many of which address CCR anchor standards 

4. enhances persistence by using materials that are relevant, develop 

competency and agency, and build community 

5. addresses a key skill that adult learners need to improve (see PIAAC 

findings) – namely, being comfortable using technology to solve 

problems! 

6. publishes a “Call for Articles” that you can share with your students 



Recent Themes 

Veterans Fashion 



Everyday Toxins Remembering 9-11 

Recent Themes 



Multi-Generational 

Classroom 

Resilience 

Recent Themes 



Good Jobs, Not Just 

Any Jobs! 

Recent Themes 



Subscribing to The Change Agent 

Individual 

Get 1 copy 

$10 for 1 year, or 

$18 for 2 years 

Bulk 

Get a set of 25 

$75 for 1 year, or 

$85 for print + online 

Electronic 

Access PDFs of all the 

magazines, audio, etc. 

$20 for 1 year, or 

$25 for two years 

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/toc.htm


Subscribe online at: www.nelrc.org/changeagent/subscribe.htm 

or write to me at cpeters@worlded.org  

Combine 

individual print and electronic for 

$20 per year, or $38 for 2 years 

Combine 

bulk print and electronic for $85 

per year, or $170 for 2 years 

Subscribing to The Change Agent 
 

 

 

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/toc.htm
http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/subscribe.htm
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org


Other Comments & Questions 



Finally… 

A recording of this webinar will be available at 

www.nelrc.org/changeagent.  

 

Please feel free to contact Cynthia Peters 

cpeters@worlded.org with any questions or 

comments. 

 

Thank you for participating! 

New England Literacy  

Resource Center 

http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org

