
1.	 Share a time you had to fight for something 
related to your own or your child’s public 
education. What was it like? What did you 
have to learn to be able to engage in the fight? 
Did you fight alone or with others? What was 
the outcome? Did you win your goal? If not, 
did you “win” anything in the process of the 
fight? If so, what?

2.	 Read this excerpt and respond to one or more 
of the questions below it:

“In education, charter schools [represent] 
privatization -- public assets turned over 
to private operators. What’s the problem 
with this? Private companies are de-
signed to meet the needs of their owners 
and investors. But public services, like 
public schools, are designed to serve a 
common good, not a private one. Privati-
zation, in the case of charters, means that 
public dollars intended to meet student 
instructional needs are diverted to make 
profits for private investors, often with 
little oversight” (pp. 31-32).

a)	What do you think about the idea of 
privatizing education and schools? 

b)	What is the role of charter schools and 
other private education in your com-
munity? How have you been involved 
in the struggle around public vs. private 
education?

3.	 Asean Johnson, a nine-year-old in Chicago, 
spoke to a large crowd that was protesting the 
closing of his school. He said, “You should be 
investing in these schools, not closing them. 
You should be supporting these schools, not 
closing them…” (pp. 27-28). What is your ex-
perience with school closings? Have you been 
involved in organizing to try to keep schools 
open? What happened? How did being in-
volved in that struggle affect you, your fam-
ily, and your community? To watch Asean 
Johnson’s speech, search for him on youtube.
com.

4.	 High-stakes testing has become the model of 
education reform. Leaders in education once 
praised high-stakes testing, and some have 
since “renounced” its practice saying, it is 
“measuring and punishing.” (pp. 31) How 
has this practice played out in your own edu-
cational experience or school? Are teachers 
expected to measure their students’ success 
using testing alone? How would you measure 
success in your own education?
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