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Global Environment: Considering 
U.S. Policy Options
Adapted by Jill Siegel

Climate change is a problem on an international 
scale. What do you think the United States should 
do to address climate change? What policies and 
international agreements should we persuade our 
government to pursue?

Below are four policy options. In small groups, 
pick one of the options and try to come up with 
at least three arguments that support your option 
and three that are against your option. Present 
your option to the rest of the class. Then try creat-
ing your own Option 5. 

Option 1: Put the Economy First
The health of our nation’s economy must be our 
top priority. We would be foolish to weaken our 
economy with environmental restrictions. The last 
few decades have shown that Americans will act 
responsibly to reduce pollution in our country. We 
should keep our economy happy and keep gov-
ernment policies that threaten our economy out.

Option 2: Take the Lead in the Green 
Economy
The United States should join other nations that 
have already recognized there is money to be 
made from environmentally friendly products. 
These countries are moving quickly to develop 
new “green” technologies. The United States 
cannot afford to lag behind. By investing in the 
growing market for renewable energy and environ-
mentally sound products, we will ensure a better 
world for future generations.

Option 3: Promote Sustainable Development
Half of the world’s population lives on less than 
$2 a day. With a lack of funds and technology, 
poor countries see little choice but to develop their 
economies in environmentally unfriendly ways. It 
would be both unfair and unwise for the industri-
alized world to ignore the needs of the developing 
world. We must work through the United Na-
tions to achieve a globally sustainable balance of 
development and environmental preservation. By 
increasing foreign aid, ensuring that global trade 
operates freely and fairly, and imposing strict reg-
ulations for pollution, we will help to build envi-
ronmentally responsible policies in poor countries.

Option 4: Protect Mother Earth
With the survival of the planet at stake, global 
environmental problems outweigh all other 
problems. If we are going to pass along a healthy 
planet to our children, we must all accept respon-
sibility for reducing our use of natural resources. 
We must pass laws in the United States that will 
stop greenhouse gas emissions, and we must make 
other countries to do the same. We must also build 
more conservation parks and enlist other nations 
in this effort. We must adopt economic policies 
that cause no harm to the environment. We must 
think about the future of our environment first.

A MORE EXTENSIVE VERSION  of this piece, in-
cluding lists of actual policy options and explana-
tions of how those policies would affect us, can be 
found at <www.nelrc.org/changeagent/extras>.

Source: Excerpted and adapted from: “Choices for the 21st Century,” 
Watson Institute for International Studies, Brown University, <www.
choices.edu/resources/documents/env_intro_000.pdf>


