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An Economy Based on Fossil Fuels: Who Benefits? Who Doesn’t?

Are you surprised to learn about 
Philip Cooney’s activities? 

Why do you think Cooney changed 
the wording on government reports?

What type of experience should 
the head of the White House Council 
on Environmental Quality have? 

For Discussion

Who is Philip Cooney?
And what does his story have to do with 
climate change?

TIME PERIOD COONEY’S ACTIVITIES

1995-JANUARY 20,  2001
Cooney works for the American Petroleum Institute. His 
job is to represent the interests of oil companies.

JANUARY 20,  2001
When George Bush becomes president, his Administration 
hires Cooney to head the White House Council on Environ-
mental Quality.

JUNE 8,  2005

Newspapers report that Cooney changed the wording of 
government reports on climate change to misrepresent 
the finding that greenhouse gases are the cause of climate 
change.

Sources: An Inconvenient Truth, Al Gore, 2006; New York Times, Andrew Revkin, 6-8-05; <www.dailykos.com>. 
Photo (top) of Philip Cooney testifying before Congress on March 19, 2007, by Ericka Ekstrom.

A sample paragraph from the report that Cooney edited. 


