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Our Math Stories

Which method (above) uses PEMDAS to solve the 
problem? Which method looks easier? Now try 
solving this problem (below) using several methods. 

BEFORE YOU READ: Does it matter what order 
you do things in? Think of examples in math or in 
life where things turn out differently (or the same) 
if you do them in a different order.

Math is an amazing tool. I need and use math in 
my daily life. From the moment I get up, I am al-

are on my alarm clock. Those numbers tell me it’s 
time to get up. Everything thereafter is math. An 
expression of my morning: 

GETTING READY = Parenthesis, 

TIME LEFT = Exponent, 
because my heart rate increases exponentially 
when I notice how much time I have left. Do I 
have all my papers and homework for school? 

PREPARE LUNCHES = Multiplication, 
because I have to make a lunch for myself, my son, 

and my husband, so it’s lunch times 3.
MILES TO SCHOOL = Division, 

because I take the number of miles to school and 
how much time I have to get there, and divide to 

GOING HOME = Addition, 
because I go home from school with what I’ve 

added to my knowledge.
BEDTIME = Subtraction, 

because I subtract everything that is on my mind, 
so I can go to sleep and be ready for the next day.

AFTER YOU READ:  Mildred’s day follows a certain 
“order of operations.” In math, this is sometimes 

solving anything in arentheses, then Exponents, 
then Multiplication and Division from left to right, 

Addition and Subtraction from left to 
right. This is a good way to get through a compli-
cated expression, but did you know that it’s not 
the only way? (See the box on the right.)
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24(9 - 4)
--------------

  
6

8(5 + 2)
--------------

      
4

First divide 8 by 4 to 
get: 
2(5+2)

Then use the 
distributive property to 
get:
2 x 5 + 2 x 2

Which is: 
10 + 4

Which equals: 
14

8(5 + 2)
--------------

      
4

First solve what’s in the 
parentheses to get:

8(7)
--------

   
4

Then multiply 8x7 to 
get:

56
-----
 4

Divide 56 by 4 to get:
14


