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Indigenous Peoples

Note from the editor: 

Water is Life

[...] Our collective water has been assaulted for 
many generations to the possible point of no re-
turn. Our Elders foretold of a Black Snake and 

, which is our 

stop this oncoming disaster. [...] Water of Life [is] a 

die if you do not respect it. We wanted the world 
to know there have been warnings in our prophe-
cies and, as we see it, those warnings are now tak-
ing place. It was said water would be like gold. It 
was said that our spirit of water would begin to 
leave us.

We are at the crossroads.

Taking Action Against the Pipeline

In April 2016, after receiving concerns about the 
construction of an oil pipeline, I was invited to Sa-
cred Stone Camp at the northeastern border of the 
Standing Rock Reservation in North Dakota to as-
sist with a water ceremony. At that time, not many 
were there, but it was enough to create a prayer to 
wake up the people. 

Standing Rock Is Everywhere
A call for continued efforts to protect our water and our Earth
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Later that month, our Indigenous youth set 
out on foot to run from the Standing Rock Reser-
vation to Washington, DC, in an attempt to bring 
attention to the poisonous bitumen oil pipeline 
coming through our treaty territory. For our 
young people, it was important to explain to U.S. 
government leaders that this was unacceptable.

[On December 4, 2016, we created a circle of 
prayer.] Our traditional Elders asked all nations to 
join us and stand in prayer. Thousands, including 
many religious representatives, joined in prayer 
on that very cold day.

Continue to Work Together

What happened at Standing Rock has awakened 
many of my own people and people across the 
world. Standing Rock marks the beginning of an 
international movement that will continue to work 

peacefully, purposefully, and tirelessly for the 
protection of water along all areas of poisonous oil 
pipelines and across all of Mother Earth.

Water is a source of life, not a resource.
In our tradition, we pray for everything we 

eat and drink so our minds can be good. When the 
environment that we live in is sick and suffering, 
so too are the minds and decisions of our leaders.

We must continue to work together for the 
health and well-being of our water and our Earth.

In a Sacred Hoop of Life, there is no ending 
and no beginning.

 (that we shall live).
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