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Stand Up and Be Counted

Become a Census Ambassador
If you agree that the census is important, what could you do to spread the word? Consider 
Raheem’s suggestions and add your own. Use this grid to organize your ideas.

Community groups I could 

I have learned that some people in the U.S. do not 

me hard. It is totally unacceptable! Think of all the 
money spent on advertisements promoting things 
for us to buy. By comparison, not very much 
money is spent educating the public about the cen-
sus. I see we will have to make up the difference 
ourselves! 

I am still learning about the census. As I learn 
about why it matters, all I know is I want in! And I 
want my community to be counted too.

I will share what I know with others. Here 
are a few ways you, too, can spread the word 
about the 2020 Census: You can start by going to 
your local library to get more information. You 
can visit the job booth and apply for a job with the 
Census Bureau. You can also encourage people in 

Ask Not What the Census...
...Can Do for You, But What You Can Do for the Census
Raheem A. Forbes

your community to share census content via social 
media with their friends, family, and followers. I 
will pass on what I learn and encourage others to 
do the same.

John F. Kennedy said in a famous speech, 
“Ask not what your country can do for you. Ask 
what you can do for your country.” He wanted us 
to contribute to society and take action instead of 
being passive. It is important 
that we use our resources to 
make change. 

Raheem A. Forbes lives in Florida; 
he is 23 years old and has lived here 
his entire life. He is an ABE student 
at Atlantic Technical College in Fort 
Lauderdale, FL. He likes to read and is 
open to new experiences. 

For a lesson packet on becoming a Census Ambassador, go to <changeagent.
nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/lesson-packets>.


