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First a tour of The Change Agent’s website
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/ 



A review of 
what we 
visited:

1. A list of all our issues: 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/

2. The “In the Classroom” tab: 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/
a. Lesson Packets
b. Index with Article Reading Levels and Audio
c. Invite Students to Write for The Change Agent
d. Change Agent webinar recordings

3. Subscribe! 
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/subscribe/



Paper in an Online World
● Easier on the eyes.
● Students can write on paper.
● Easier for students to refer to paper copies than 

shared screen.
● Paper is tactile -- breaks up zoom experience.



Content
Every issue talks addresses 
things important to students

○ Race
○ Health
○ Immigration
○ History
○ Current Events
○ Cultural Context



Using the “Transportation” 
issue in the online 
classroom



Each article has multiple parts for teaching



Listen online or download MP3 ● Easily download MP3s of 
audio and upload to google 
classroom. 

● Good for listening, reading 
fluency, and pronunciation.

● Students can listen and then 
record themselves reading 
the article. 

● Use for dictation during 
video class. 

● Since google classroom is 
accessible by phone- can 
also do listening anywhere.

● Reading is slow, but sounds 
natural.



Compare and Contrast: Country of Origin and US



Compare and Contrast: Country of Origin and US

LEVEL 8 LEVEL 7



Why Read/ Why Write?
“I like Sayed’s story because I like the words ‘sky and land.’ What perfect words for explain the big  
difference of the both of transportation in Afghanistan and U.S.” -Rolande

“Because of the title of the article [Different as Sky and Land], it makes me like to read it first.” -Simon

“It was interesting to know that in Korea they have so many transportation benefits.” -Mary

“My favorite article is Comparing Two Systems (Dominican Republic and Boston) because...I felt 
familiarity when I read this article. I had the same experience when I saw the driver stopped the bus to 
make sure the man with wheelchair was safe. I also called my mother and told her what happened.”    
- Rana

“Haiti and Boston [was my favorite] because Haiti is my country, I was born there. I lived in Boston for 
three years and I am learning many things in this system and I continue learning about it.” -Marie



Reading Comprehension
● With google forms 

made simple quizzes.
● With google docs did 

comprehension 
worksheets. 

● With the PDF could 
share the screen 
during video classes 
and highlight specific 
sentences or 
sections. 



Using Student Responses to Guide Class

● In the class comments 
section of google 
classroom, students 
commented before the 
class discussion

● I could see their comments 
before class and 
incorporate their thoughts 
into my plan for class



Reading for Writing
Each issue has different writing 
styles. 

○ Narrative
○ Descriptive
○ Compare-Contrast
○ Argumentative
○ Research
○ Interviews
○ And more



Writing for the Change Agent
● 4 students submitted for the forthcoming Pandemic issue of The Change Agent 

this time and one get selected. 
● Posted prompts in google classroom (edited because there were a lot)
● Used google docs for co-editing. 
● As a teacher, helpful to see who was chosen to be able to help students for next 

time. 
● Huge confidence boost for students- just submitting something raised their 

confidence. 

Be on the lookout for the next Change Agent “Call for Articles”
(published twice a year in August and February) 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/



ONLINE access is free… ONLINE access is low cost…

…if you are in a 
state-funded program in 

New England. Contact us to 
find to get access.

…if you live outside New 
England. Visit our 

website to subscribe at 
very low cost!

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/subscribe/


