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Agenda

Introduction/Welcome

The role of thematic unity/diverse writings
“My Mom |s a Brave Woman”

CCR Standards for reading and writing

Lesson Packet #29 + a graphic organizer to
take notes and use as foundation for
writing.

Questions/Comments/Evaluation




The Change Agent promotes student voice

Online magazine by
and for
adult learners

Features multi-level
stories showcasing
students as
agents of change.

ki Y

(This is our current series;
see also the Issues tab.)

FINDING OUR VOICES



https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/

What is the value of thematic unity across
dlverse writing?

Similar set of vocabulary
* Relevance
e |t allows for depth of coverage of a topic
» Different viewpoints on the same issues
* can be super helpful with project-based learning




Materials available in three formats (Issue 56).

1.
PDF

2.
Audio

My Mom Is a Brave Woman

Maria D. Martinez Cruz

A Hard Decision

One day, Mom sat down and told us that we were going to the
United States to live with our dad. Mom knew that my sister and I
were in danger. [ was 11 years old. My sisters were nine years old
and five years old.

Many Hard Days

We took the bus to San Luis, Sonora. We met the coyote. He was
our guide. On the first day, we started walking through the desert.
At first, everything was okay. Then, on the third day, gangsters as-
saulted us. They took all the money.

The next day was worse. We saw another gang. This gang kid-
naps people. Thank God we were able to hide.

On the fifth day, my sister wanted to pee. I took her behind some
bushes. When we came back, everyone was gone. We were very scared. Suddenly,
the coyote grabbed us and pulled us behind one of the bushes. He told us to be quiet
since la migra was around. I didn’t know what la migra was.

On the sixth day, we were out of water. We were very thirsty. We found a cow’s
stable. Mom took water from the cow’s trough and gave it to us. I still remember the
smell and the taste of the water. The next morning, mom was crying. She removed her
shoes. Her feet had a lot of blisters. They were bleeding.

The last day, we rode in a truck. They piled us on top of each other as if we were
pieces of wood. My sisters and I were at the top. They took us to a farm near Houston.
The people there gave us water and food. That was my first time trying a cheeseburger
and fries. Finally, we were reunited with our dad.

Reward

It was a hard journey to come to the U.S. But now we have new op-
portunities. Every effort has its own reward. My mom has her reward.
My mom is a brave woman.

AFTER YOU READ: What evidence does Maria provide to show her mother is brave?

Maria D. Martinez Cruz is an ESOL student st Chemeketa Community Colege in Sakem, OR. Her goal is to improve
her English to attend caliege and study sccounting. She has three children. She loves making tamales.

$¥ 3 WAYS TO LISTEN

1. Listen to the full article here.

2. Right-click here and “save as” to save an mp3 of the article to your computer.

3. Listen to sections of the article by pressing the play buttons that appear before a set of words in the article below

(coming soon).

My Mom Is a Brave Woman

Maria D. Martinez Cruz

A Hard Decision

One day, Mom sat down and told us that we were going to the United States to live

with our dad. B Mom knew that my sister and | were in danger. B3 | was 11 years old.

My sisters were nine years old and five years old.

Many Hard Days

We took the bus to San Luis, Sonora. BJ We met the coyote. B He was our guide.

Google slides
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My Mom Is a Brave Woman
By Maria Martinez Cruz
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A Hard Decision

One day, Mom sat down in a chair and
told us that we were going to the
United States to live with our dad.

Mom made the declslon because
she knew that my sister and | were
indanger. | was 11 years old. My
sisters were nine years old and
five years old,




To learn more about the
Google slides format, let’s

visit “My Mom Is a Brave
Woman” (from Issue #56)
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My Mom Is a Brave Woman

By Mana Martinez Cruz

From The Change Agent, lssue 56: Our Imemigration Stodes
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A Hard Decision

One day, Mom sat down in a chair and
told us that we were going to the
United States to live with our dad.

Mom made the declslon because
she knew that my sister and | were
in danger. | was 11 years old. My
sisters were nine years old and
five years old,



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iTUNr_B8BoHxH80N8Wk6oyXS3PWbAMDdGaiEGoKe9V8/edit#slide=id.g148045945bc_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iTUNr_B8BoHxH80N8Wk6oyXS3PWbAMDdGaiEGoKe9V8/edit#slide=id.g148045945bc_0_0

Another angle on an
immigration story “The

Border Wall Runs through Our
Home” (from Issue #56)

e Change Agent

An Adult Education Magazine
for Social Justice

The Border Wall Runs through Our Home

By Raven Lewis

From The Change Agent, Issue 56: Our Immigration Stories
https://changeagent.nelrc.ora/

You have permission to adapt slides for classroom use (including remove or add images,
change the font, remove or add activities, and break up into several slideshows). But you
do not have permission to change the words within the text. If you have a gmail account,
please make a copy of the slides for you own use. You can also download them into your
own presentation software. ‘ .‘i

When Trump became
president, he started
building a bigger wall on the
border. My people don't
even have a word for wall.
Yet now we have a huge wall
cutting through our land.

Amy Juan, a member of the
O’odham Nation, told me,
“We have lived on these
lands before America and
Mexico were created. Both
sides of the border are
home. We will continue to
move across borders. We are
caretakers of our land and
our way of life.”

Amy Juan, a member of the O’'odham Nation.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zRhBUct-3JFhAjF1Jq3rEd9YZimI_Ao5duPEZTOjGFA/edit#slide=id.g144716b9f1e_0_54
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zRhBUct-3JFhAjF1Jq3rEd9YZimI_Ao5duPEZTOjGFA/edit#slide=id.g144716b9f1e_0_54
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zRhBUct-3JFhAjF1Jq3rEd9YZimI_Ao5duPEZTOjGFA/edit#slide=id.g144716b9f1e_0_54

e Change Agent

An Adult Education Magazine
for Social Justice

My Neighbor

By Xuiping He

From The Change Agent, Issue 57: Creating New Community
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/

You have permission to adapt slides for classroom use (including remove or add images,

change the font, remove or add activities, and break up into several slideshows). But you
do not have permission to change the words within the text. If you have a gmail account,

A t h I T h e please make a copy of the slides for you own use. You can also download them into your
own presentation software.
notner sampie. IS One
b t t ° About the Author
a O u C re a I n g n e W Xuiping He is a student at Boston

Chinatown Neighborhood Center
in Boston, MA. She is from China.

community “My Neighbor” ==

different cultures. She loves peace
and wants people to be friendly.

(from Issue #57)

My Neighbor
By Xuiping He

My neighbor is an
older man. His
name is Bill. He
has lived in the
neighborhood for
along time.
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How to Access The Change Agent?
 NELRC states (MA, CT, VT, RI, NH) log in for free.

 Other states that have bulk accounts: AR, DE, LA, ME, OR, TX,
VA; CA Libraries, FACE, some NYC public schools

[If you’re in one of the above listed states, and you don’t know how to

log in, contact me.]

e Other individuals and groups: You can subscribe for $30 per
teacher per year (and all your students can share your credentials).
Programs with 25 or more teachers: the cost is S20 per teacher per
year. Visit: https://changeagent.org/subscribe/ Or contact:
cpeters@worlded.org



https://changeagent.nelrc.org/subscribe/
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org

CCR Standards for Reading

1.

|dentify what the text says and doesn’t say. Ask and answer
qguestions about it. Describe the main idea and be able to say
why you think it's the main idea.

. Explain how the author organizes text and how they use
language to communicate. Be able to say who wrote this and
how/why that matters.

. Assess how this text connects with other sources. Does it

measure up? Is it valid? Explain.

. Be able to read widely and deeply from a broad range of

high-quality texts.




CCR Standards for Writing

1.

2.

Write arguments, informational/explanatory texts, and
narratives. Stress complexity, reasoning, evidence, and details.

Be clear (grammatical) and organized. Know your audience. Speak
clearly to them. Plan; revise. Use technology and the Internet to
produce and publish writing and to collaborate and interact.

. Research. Use various print and digital sources. Assess credibility

of those sources. DO NOT plagiarize.

. Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames
for range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.




A CCRS Grid for Ever

For each issue, |
identified which
activities help you

teach which standards
(loosely). You can find
all the grids here (as
well as on each Issue

page).

ABOUT RESOURCES SUBSCRIBE ISSUES BLOG WRITE FOR US NEWS CONTACT US

Read Cynthia Peters’ article originally published in World Education’s E-newsletter on this topic: Using the Technology Issue of

The Change Agent to Teach to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards

College and Career Readiness Standards and
The Change Agent

The Change Agent has a long history of using socially relevant material to teach reading, writing, and math. Our lesson
plans and extensions help students distinguish fact from opinion, build their knowledge, assess the author’s point of
view, analyze evidence, and build math skills based on real-world problems. These skills represent some of the key shifts
in the new College and Career Readiness Standards (see the Key Shifts below), so if you're already using The Change Agent,
you're a step ahead when it comes to teaching to these standards.



https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/ccr/

Activity

This is from Lesson Packet #29, which is an OER (Open
Educational Resource). No subscription required. The packet
includes four articles about what pushes immigrants to
leave their home country and what pulls them to come to
the U.S.

1. Choose one article to read.
2. Take notes in the graphic organizer about that article.



https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/lesson-packets/

Step 1:

The four articles are LEVELS 3-5 (GLE/grade level equivalent).

My Mom Is a Brave Woman

Maria D. Martinez Cruz

A Hard Decision

One day, Mom sat down and told us that we were going to the
United States to live with our dad. Mom knew that my sister and I
were in danger. I was 11 years old. My sisters were nine years old

and five years old.

Many Hard Days
We took the bus to San Luis, Sonoz
our guide. On the first day, we started
At first, everything was okay. Then, oy
saulted us. They took all the money.
The next day was worse. We saw 4
naps people. Thank God we were able,
On the fifth day, my sister wanted
bushes. When we came back, everyon
the coyofe grabbed us and pulled us be
since la migra was around. I didn’t kno
On the sixth day, we were out of w
stable. Mom took water from the cow”
smell and the taste of the water. The n
shoes. Her feet had a lot of blisters. Th
The last day, we rode in a truck. T}
pieces of wood. My sisters and I were
The people there gave us water and fo
and fries. Finally, we were reunited w1

Reward

It was a hard journey to come to th
portunities. Every effort has its own re
My mom is a brave woman.

AFTER YOU READ: What evidence does Mana

Mana D. Martinez Cruz id an ESCL atudent 3t Chemeketa Con
her Engliah t0 attend oollage and study S000unting. She has &

Crossing Two Rivers

Aleida Contreras

Life in Mexico Was Hard

In Mexico, my family was very poor. I shared a
bed with three of my sisters. We got water from a
well. It was my job to clean garbage from the well. I
sat on a small wood swing while someone dropped
me slowly down into the well.

It was hard for me to go to school. I had to walk
on mountain roads and across a river. Sometimes,
the river came up to my stomach. To keep my uni-
form dry, I carried it in a plastic bag.

1 Wanted a Better Life for My Daughter

When I had my daughter, I knew that I did not want her to Live this kind of life. I
decided to go to the United States. I paid a coyote $4,000 dollars. We packed a little bit
of clothes and said goodbye to my family.

When we crossed the Rio Grande, I was very scared. The water came up to my
chest. The coyote had my daughter on his shoulders. After we crossed the river, the coy-
ofe told us to go to a hotel.

We waited in the hotel for many days with many people. People brought us food
every day. One day, another coyotz came. He separated me and my daughter. My
daughter was so scared. It was terrible to be separated from my daughter. But every-
thing happened like they said. And my daughter and I were together again.

Finally, We Felt Safe

The coyote brought us to my brother’s house. But my brother did
not want to support us. I felt very sad to hear that news. I called my

The author in Maxico (above) and in the LS.
with hor daughter (bolow).

Better Future

At Home, There Are No Jobs,
The Cities Are Unsafe, and the
Rivers Are Dry

Hortensia Reza

BEFORE YOU READ: In your experience, what are
some of the problems at home that push people to
immigrate?

Trying to Forget Everything Bad

We have lived here, in El Paso, Texas, for only
two years. Thank God. we have our house, and
we have jobs. My husband started a business as
a contractor, and I work cleaning houses. Day by
day, we are becoming part of this community.

We are trying to forget everything bad that
we lived with in Judrez. My mom was sick and we
couldn’t find good health assistance and she even-
tually died. Also, finding jobs is really difficult

over there. On top of that, it was an unsafe aty.
Still, it s where I grew up. And I took care
of my mother there when she was sick. She had

_ i N é
A portion of the U.S.-Maxican border. Fhoto by Faldhagy,
CC 3.0, hiips:/fcommons. wikimedis.org

A farmar stands in & dry fld, indicating with his arm how
Lo i
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The Price of the American Dream

A Korean Family Stays in the U.S. for Their Son’s Education

M@D’Kﬂ(d}—u
droughi-geliviat]
a long illness.
Then we had <
behind Tend @i Byun
astating for m|
a better futurd BEFORE YOU READ: In your opinion. what is “the
at her funeral] American Dream”?
Thatwasawy My first impression of New York was “cold.” We
We Have Mal arnived in January, a very cold month. All the peo-
¥ 2 ple we met seemed to be cold, too, and unfriendly.
Butlifecontin |6 i New York was difficult and lonely.
:““d’ Eecnre We came to the U.S. because of my husband’s
et b work. He is an aviation mechanic. We amrived just
IThave my GE
Yo when the Covid-19 pandemic started. I thought,
want to obtair| “Should
tificationin th P bl o
Quickbooks ¢ For so many immi- back to Korea?”
toopenasma  Brants, their “Ameri. Butwestayed and
can dream” is the ** ‘1‘1’“““‘11:"“'
We AreTwo o 5= my H-yeaxr-old san
) 4 success of their | = "\ Us He
‘le h‘m"; s children. The same yants to stay here
:ﬂ:: R ‘] ; is true for my family. more than me or my
People do not But there is a cost, husband.
JrEm My husband
ca;\; ot and I wondered
workf:l il what we should do. We asked, “Is it right to move
i e for our child’s sake?” We like the schools here. We
PPo do not like the overheated and competitive educa-
tion that our child would get in Korea Eventually,

we decided to stay. My husband got the aviation
maintenance license that he neads to keep work-

AFTER YOU READ:

1. According to the author, what is “the American
Dream” and what “price” has she paid for it?

2. Read the article on p. 31 by Carolina Salas.
Compare and contrast the stories by these two
moms. What is the same and what is different?




fvhat Pushed and Pulled Them?
Graphic Organizer for Issue £56: Our Immigration Stories

Step 2:

[
p Use this graphic organizer to take notes on what “pushed” immigrants out of their home
countries and what “pulied” them to come to the United States. Organize your notes into an
outline and write an essay about immigration. Use quotes and details from various texts; cite

U se t h is g ra p h ic (9 rga 1] ize r to ta ke your sources. Share your essay, get feedback, and re-write.
notes on the article you chose. A e,  _

Note: When you do this activity
with your students, you MUST make

a copy of this Google doc or
download it. For today’s webinar, |
am sharing a special COPY of this
document with different share
settings (anyone with the link can

edit).



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcjeb45vMyAy46RFttX60dXLwYZqmePNIkguxN32nsQ/edit

Steps Towards Supporting Your Students to
Write on this Topic...

notice your starting place (which is a bunch of notes)

organize your notes; choose what to focus on
use these notes to create an outline

be able to identify your thesis or topic sentence
decide how you will cite your sources

write a rough draft; get feedback and redraft; make sure you cite your
sources

final proof




Invite your students to write for
The Change Agent.

® A new Call for Articles was published
in February 2023.

® Deadlineisin early May 2023.

® Students whose pieces are accepted
receive a S50 gift card.



https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/

Questions
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