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The Change Agent webinar -- 2023
Teaching with the Immigrants and Immigration Series (Issues 56-58)

April 20, 2023 | 2:00 (eastern time)

Cynthia Peters

Change Agent Editor, Adult Educator, and PD Provider
cynthia_peters@worlded.org 

mailto:cynthia_peters@worlded.org
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Agenda
1. Introduction/Welcome

2. The role of thematic unity/diverse writings

3. “My Mom Is a Brave Woman”

4. CCR Standards for reading and writing 

5. Lesson Packet #29 + a graphic organizer to 
take notes and use as foundation for 
writing.

6. Questions/Comments/Evaluation
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The Change Agent promotes student voice

Online magazine by 
and for 

adult learners

Features multi-level 
stories showcasing 

students as 
agents of change.

(This is our current series;
see also the Issues tab.)

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/
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What is the value of thematic unity across 
diverse writing?
• Similar set of vocabulary
• Relevance
• It allows for depth of coverage of a topic
• Different viewpoints on the same issues
• can be super helpful with project-based learning
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Materials available in three formats (Issue 56). 

1. 
PDF

2. 
Audio

3. 
Google slides
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To learn more about the 
Google slides format, let’s 
visit “My Mom Is a Brave 
Woman” (from Issue #56)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iTUNr_B8BoHxH80N8Wk6oyXS3PWbAMDdGaiEGoKe9V8/edit#slide=id.g148045945bc_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iTUNr_B8BoHxH80N8Wk6oyXS3PWbAMDdGaiEGoKe9V8/edit#slide=id.g148045945bc_0_0
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Another angle on an 
immigration story “The 
Border Wall Runs through Our 
Home” (from Issue #56)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zRhBUct-3JFhAjF1Jq3rEd9YZimI_Ao5duPEZTOjGFA/edit#slide=id.g144716b9f1e_0_54
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zRhBUct-3JFhAjF1Jq3rEd9YZimI_Ao5duPEZTOjGFA/edit#slide=id.g144716b9f1e_0_54
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zRhBUct-3JFhAjF1Jq3rEd9YZimI_Ao5duPEZTOjGFA/edit#slide=id.g144716b9f1e_0_54
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Another sample. This one 
about creating new 
community “My Neighbor” 
(from Issue #57)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pW8Ede53II5RAcd3krSeCGCEh90WPjrhuSDp8rEGOTs/edit#slide=id.g144acc76485_0_2
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Three ways to find content on the Change Agent site:

By Issue By Level By Packet

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/reading-levels/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/lesson-packets/
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Three ways to find content on the Change Agent site:

By Issue By Level By Packet

These come 
w/ 

subscription

These are 
free

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/issues/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/reading-levels/
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/lesson-packets/
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How to Access The Change Agent?

• NELRC states (MA, CT, VT, RI, NH) log in for free. 

• Other states that have bulk accounts: AR, DE, LA, ME, OR, TX, 
VA; CA Libraries, FACE, some NYC public schools

[If you’re in one of the above listed states, and you don’t know how to 
log in, contact me.]

• Other individuals and groups: You can subscribe for $30 per 
teacher per year (and all your students can share your credentials). 
Programs with 25 or more teachers: the cost is $20 per teacher per 
year. Visit: https://changeagent.org/subscribe/ Or contact: 
cpeters@worlded.org 

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/subscribe/
mailto:cpeters@worlded.org
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CCR Standards for Reading

1. Identify what the text says and doesn’t say. Ask and answer 
questions about it. Describe the main idea and be able to say 
why you think it’s the main idea.

2. Explain how the author organizes text and how they use 
language to communicate. Be able to say who wrote this and 
how/why that matters.

3. Assess how this text connects with other sources. Does it 
measure up? Is it valid? Explain.

4. Be able to read widely and deeply from a broad range of 
high-quality texts.
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CCR Standards for Writing

1. Write arguments, informational/explanatory texts, and 
narratives. Stress complexity, reasoning, evidence, and details.

2. Be clear (grammatical) and organized. Know your audience. Speak 
clearly to them. Plan; revise. Use technology and the Internet to 
produce and publish writing and to collaborate and interact.

3. Research. Use various print and digital sources. Assess credibility 
of those sources. DO NOT plagiarize.

4. Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames 
for range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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A CCRS Grid for Every Issue

For each issue, I 
identified which 
activities help you 
teach which standards 
(loosely). You can find 
all the grids here (as 
well as on each Issue 
page).

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/ccr/
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Activity 

This is from Lesson Packet #29, which is an OER (Open 
Educational Resource). No subscription required. The packet 
includes four articles about what pushes immigrants to 
leave their home country and what pulls them to come to 
the U.S.

1. Choose one article to read.
2. Take notes in the graphic organizer about that article.

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/classroom-resources/lesson-packets/
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Step 1:

The four articles are LEVELS 3-5 (GLE/grade level equivalent).
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Step 2:

Use this graphic organizer to take 
notes on the article you chose.

Note: When you do this activity 
with your students, you MUST make 
a copy of this Google doc or 
download it. For today’s webinar, I 
am sharing a special COPY of this 
document with different share 
settings (anyone with the link can 
edit).

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcjeb45vMyAy46RFttX60dXLwYZqmePNIkguxN32nsQ/edit
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Steps Towards Supporting Your Students to 
Write on this Topic…
• notice your starting place (which is a bunch of notes)
• organize your notes; choose what to focus on
• use these notes to create an outline
• be able to identify your thesis or topic sentence
• decide how you will cite your sources
• write a rough draft; get feedback and redraft; make sure you cite your 

sources
• final proof
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Invite your students to write for 
The Change Agent. 

• A new Call for Articles was published 

in February 2023.

• Deadline is in early May 2023.

• Students whose pieces are accepted 

receive a $50 gift card.

https://changeagent.nelrc.org/write-for-us/
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?
Questions


